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lecting that we ought to guard with extreme
caution against a coalition between Prussia and
Austria; for this system also is capable of defence.
It is even the easiest of execution, and the most
splendid; nor would Prince Henry be so averse
to it as he himself supposes, should he perceive
the least glimmering of hope. Hitherto, indeed,
I have not noticed anything that could give sus-
picion; but I shall more carefully examine what-
ever might occasion such an event, on my return
to Berlin. There can be ^ttle danger that I
should become languid in the pursuit of this
object, having four years ago published my fears
of such an event, and having begun to send my
static tables of Austria, only that you might
attentively consider the immense basis of power
which the Emperor possesses, and whose alliance
with France I cannot but consider as the master-
piece of Prince Kaunitz, and the type of our
indelible levity.

It may be that this power of the Emperor Is
as much overrated elsewhere as it is the reverse
in France; but even this is a reason which may
lead to prefer, instead of the perilous honour oflied to an Heir Apparent, or we should
